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Message from the President 

By Peter Rousseau 
As mentioned in my last article, the NLAA 
supported a Meet the Breed booth at the 
AKC/Eukanuba Nationals in Long Beach, CA 
on December 12 & 13, 2009.  This event was a 
resounding success!  Here is a short list of the 
highlights: 

• Spoke with hundreds and hundreds 
members of the general public.  At 
times, our booth was so busy, our 
Norwegian Elkhound neighbors were 
talking about our breed instead of their 
own. 

• Spoke with dozens of AKC judges and 
received 2 or 3 new invites to bring our 
Lundehunds to large scale judges 
education symposiums. 

• Performed a few formal mentoring 
sessions to AKC judges 

o We were informed that several 
non-sporting group judges have 
received their test packet, 
enabling them to apply to judge 
the breed 

• Interviewed with the media: 
o Video for a Chinese news 

broadcast 
o Video & photos for the Kennel 

Club of England 
o Notes & photos for a Russian 

magazine 
• 4 Lundehunds were entered in the show 

– we had several people waiting ringside 

to see how well they would do at such a 
large event 

 
Of course, being so close to Los Angeles, we 
were bound to see some of the stars wandering 
through the booths.  Two that I recognized were 
Betty White (Golden Girls, The Proposal, etc.) 
and Diedrich Bader (The Drew Carey Show). 
 
Special thanks go out to several hard-working 
individuals who helped man the booth and field 
the numerous questions, all with a smile.  
Sharon Pederson, Tracy Rousseau, Shari Ross 
& Greg Watson, along with our 4-legged 
Ambassadors, Ski, Isa, Foss, Koru, Tucker & 
Watson were all there for both days.  Without 
dedicated volunteers such as you, events like 
this simply wouldn’t happen.  THANK YOU!!! 
 
One final, yet very important, note.  Prior to the 
show, Sharon had an informal meeting with 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, AKC Assistant Vice 
President, Special Services.  During this 
meeting, it was asked when NLAA planned to 
submit our request to the Board of Directors for 
full recognition.  A quick e-mail was submitted 
requesting the recognition vote, with a formal 
letterhead request sent in a few days later.  
Hopefully, if all goes well, we will see the 
initial vote on the January agenda. 

 

“There is no psychiatrist in the 
world l ike a puppy l icking your 
face.”            Ben Wil l iams 



Facts about spaying and 
neutering: 

Each day thousands of puppies and kittens are 
born in this country and many will end up in 
shelters. The good news is you can personally 
make a difference by spaying or neutering your 
dog. 
Sadly, there are still many misconceptions about 
spaying and neutering. Once you know the 
facts, you’ll agree—spaying and neutering just 
makes sense. 
MYTH: Spaying or neutering is expensive. 
FACT: Spay and neuter surgery carries a one-
time cost that is relatively small when you 
consider the benefits. And remember this: the 
health care bills for an entire litter of puppies 
can add up quickly. In addition, spaying and 
neutering reduces or eliminates the possibility of 
cancers and other diseases of the reproductive 
system. Ask your veterinarian about financial 
assistance, payment plans, or the name of a 
reputable organization that may perform the 
surgery for a reduced fee or for free. Local 
humane societies will often have assistance 
available. 
MYTH: It’s a shame to alter a purebred dog. 
FACT: Unless you plan to show your dog for 
conformation, spaying and neutering is highly 
recommended for his health and well-being. 
Spayed and neutered dogs are still eligible for 
obedience trials, field trials, hunting trials, and 
agility. 
MYTH: It’s healthier for a female dog to have a 
litter of puppies. 
FACT: Actually, evidence shows that females 
spayed before their first heat cycle are typically 
healthier. If you spay a female when she’s 
young, you decrease the chance of mammary 
cancers, and other illnesses. 
MYTH: My dog will get fat and lazy. 
FACT: Overeating and lack of exercise will 

cause your dog to become fat and lazy, not 
spaying and neutering. Some dogs do become 
more interested in food after being altered, so 
you may need to feed smaller portions. 
MYTH: My dog’s behavior will change after 
being altered. 
FACT: You might be surprised to learn that 
spaying and neutering may improve your dog’s 
temperament. Dogs that are spayed or neutered 
tend to focus more on their owners and less on 
their mating drives. Males become less 
aggressive, less territorial, and wander less from 
their owners. 
Ask your vet if you have questions—he or she 
can fully explain spay and neuter procedures to 
you and recommend the best age to have this 
surgery. In most cases, it is considered safe to 
alter dogs as early as eight weeks of age. There 
is no age limit for healthy dogs to be spayed or 
neutered, and even older pets can benefit from 
the surgery. 

 
Marlin Lathrop’s Klippe sniggles up against the 
cold winds of California’s Sierra Nevada 
Mountains which proved too cold even for his 
Norwegian coat. 
 



“Acquiring a dog may be your 
only chance to choose a 
relative”                   Mordecai Siegal 
 

Why Do Dogs Roll  in Smelly 
Things? 

As you’ve undoubtedly noticed, you and your 
dog have very different notions of what smells 
nice. To your dog, something could smell quite 
wonderful. But to you, in a word, it’s yucky. 
And vice versa. 
A few theories 
Here’s a perfect example of something that 
smells nice to you but not to your dog: the 
perfumes used in dog shampoo. You may find 
them pleasant, but many dogs dislike their odor. 
As a result, as soon as your just-bathed dog gets 
the chance, he finds something that smells more 
acceptable to him—garbage, dog feces, animal 
carcasses—and starts rolling around in it. 
Have you ever caught your dog rolling around 
in poop? Believe it or not, this behavior is quite 
common—and very natural. Many believe it's 
instinctual behavior, harkening back to the days 
when your dog’s wild ancestors would mask 
their scent to help them sneak up on their prey. 
Wolves, for example, have been observed 
rolling in animal carcasses or the droppings of 
plant-eating animals, to cover up their own 
smell during the hunt. 
Here’s a related theory that also conjures up the 
pre-domesticated past of canines: wild dogs may 
have rolled around in smelly things to “tell” 
their pack mates where they’ve been and what 
they’ve encountered in their adventures. It’s his 
way of saying, “Hey, smell where I’ve been!” 
What should you do about this behavior? 
The important thing to remember is that rolling 
around in smelly things is a natural and normal 
behavior for dogs—no matter how the results 
may strike you (or your nose). Of course, that 

doesn’t mean that you have to live with a smelly 
dog. Though you shouldn’t punish this behavior, 
there are steps you can take to discourage it. 
If your dog rolls around in his own feces, 
immediately clean up after him in the yard. 
When you’re out walking your dog, keep him 
on a short leash to prevent him from rolling 
around in another dog's poop or other smelly 
things you both might encounter. To discourage 
and ultimately stop him from rolling around in 
offensively odorous things, you could try to pair 
an unpleasant experience with his action. This 
can take the form of squirting him with a water 
bottle or using a citronella spray collar that can 
be operated via remote control (dogs absolutely 
hate the smell of citronella). If you use this 
method, make sure you squirt him as soon as he 
starts rolling. 
You can also try anything your dog finds 
annoying, like making a loud and sudden noise. 
The key here is to be consistent and to start the 
“annoyance” as soon as he starts to roll around 
in something smelly. Once he starts to associate 
rolling around in smelly things with the 
unpleasant experience, chances are this behavior 
will quickly stop. And you can breathe easier. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

The Story of Creation 
Adam and Eve said, 'Lord, when we were in the 
garden, you walked with us every day. Now we 
do not see you any more. We are lonesome here, 
and it is difficult for us to remember how much 
you love us.'   
 
And God said, I will create a companion for you 
that will be with you and who will be a 
reflection of my love for you, so that you will 
love me even when you cannot see me. 
Regardless of how selfish or childish or 
unlovable you may be, this new companion will 
accept you as you are and will love you as I do, 
in spite of yourselves.'   
 
And God created a new animal to be a 
companion for Adam and Eve.  
And it was a good animal  
And God was pleased.   
 

And the new animal was pleased to be with 
Adam and Eve and he wagged his tail    
 
And Adam said, 'Lord, I have already named all 
the animals in the Kingdom and I cannot think 
of a name for this new animal.'  
 
And God said, 'I have created this new animal to 
be a reflection of my love for you, his name will 
be a  reflection of my own name, and you will 
call him DOG.' 
 

Logo Wear… 
Want to wear “the right stuff”---NLAA logo 
wear, that is?  For t-shirts, mugs and more, go to 
www.cafepress.com/nlaainc. A percentage of 
sales goes to NLAA, Inc. 
 

 

 
Send Me Stuff!  

Many thanks to those of you who have sent 
pictures and items for the newsletter. And 
EVERYONE, please remember that your 
contributions are welcomed.  We’ll be happy to 
run litter announcements if you send us the 
information. Please send anything for the 
newsletter to Mary Waldmann at 
rwaldmann1@mac.com.  And be sure to let me 
know if you change your e-mail address. 


