The Lundehund Link

October 2008

Message From the President
By Pete Rousseau, NLAA President
With the Lundehunds’ entrance into the
Miscellaneous Class in July, I hope to hear of
more AKC show entries. What a wonderful
opportunity to showcase our amazingly unique
breed here in the U.S.! In order to move up to
full recognition & entrance into the NonSporting Group, we must have support of our
membership and Lundehund fanciers.
To date, I know of seventeen AKC shows in
California, Colorado, Washington & Wyoming
where Lundehunds have been entered in
conformation events. To those families, I say
THANK YOU! Thank you for showing the
AKC & the general public what the Lundehund
can do. We would love to publicize these show
results, so when you have them ready, send
them in! You can send photos and show results
to nlaawebmaster@yahoo.com and they will get
loaded on the NLAA Brag page of our website –
http://www.nlaainc.com/brags.htm. Or send
them to rwaldmann1@mac.com for the
newsletter.
Unfortunately, with the good usually comes the
bad. To help everyone have a wonderful, yet
safe, show experience, I would like to share
some mistakes that are commonly seen across
the country.
You must ensure your dog is under positive
control at all times while on the show grounds!
AKC takes a strict stance on unrestrained dogs

at their events. This is done with safety in
mind: safety of your dogs, safety of other dogs,
safety of the exhibitors & safety of the general
public who pay to enter and watch. If you look
at the AKC Board of Directors meeting minutes
(http://www.akc.org/about/board_minutes.cfm),
you’ll see the various penalties imposed on
exhibitors. Here are a few examples of
unrestrained dogs taken from their published
minutes:
• Mr. Stephen Wagner (Center Valley,
PA) Action was taken by the Poodle
Club of Lehigh Valley for conduct in
connection with its June 29, 2008 event.
Mr. Wagner was charged with failure to
properly control a dog at an event.
o … a three-month event
suspension and a $500 fine.
• Mr. Terry Santelli (Wheaton, IL) Action
was taken by the Fox Valley Dog
Training Club for conduct in connection
with its March 29, 2008 agility event.
Specifically, Mr. Santelli was charged
with failure to properly control a dog
at an event.
o … a public reprimand and a
$200 fine.
• Mr. Robert Jeffers (Odessa, FL) Action
was taken by the Marion Alachua Dog
Training Association for conduct in
connection with its February 16, 2008
event. Specifically, Mr. Jeffers was
charged with failure to control a dog at
an event.
o … a reprimand and a $200 fine.

Another big issue - please do not use “flexi”
leashes at shows. While they are great while
walking or playing with your dog in open areas,
they are dangerous to use where there are large
numbers of adults, children, and other dogs in
tight spaces. At a show in August, an individual
with their terrier on a flexi-lead was conversing
and lost positional awareness of the dog. The
dog was 10’ away from its owner and acting
aggressive toward another dog which was about
to go in the ring on a thin show lead. The toy
breed dog slipped his head from the lead and
ran, making it outside before anyone could close
a door. He was found a few hours later near
drowning in a nearby muddy canal. A local
Kennel Club member jumped into the canal to
rescue the dog, after the dog had disappeared
under the water for the third time. The dog
survived, however, he sustained hypothermia,
cuts, scrapes & bruises, and a broken jaw! This
is but one example of why many Kennel Clubs
have banned flexi-leads from their show
grounds.
We want to walk proudly into AKC and present
the best image of our breed. By ensuring we
respect our fellow competitors and their dogs,
we will build the public image of our breed. We
must show that we are serious about our dogs
and presenting them to the public in the best
possible manner.
Thank you for all your hard work and I look
forward to seeing you in the agility,
conformation & obedience rings!

“Let’s hit the road!”
Should Your Dog Have Sofa
Privileges?
If you have a “sofa dog” you know how nice it
can be to curl up with your canine in front of the
TV. No doubt, your dog loves it, too. If you’re
away, he may also find comfort on the couch
because it smells like you. But are sofa
privileges a good idea? Aside from the extra
wear and tear on your furniture, there are a few
behavioral factors to consider.
Dogs are “pack” animals which means they
think of their human family members as pack
mates. When you allow your dog on your sofa
or bed, instinct tells them they are equal or
above their humans in the pack hierarchy. For
some dogs, this can lead to territorial behavior.
In fact, many pet owners encounter dogs that
growl and snap when they’re moved off the
sofa.
Of course, this is not the case with all “sofa
dogs”. But in general, dogs who are treated as

equal members of the family tend to be less
respectful of owners’ commands and household
rules. Behavioral problems are much more
common with sofa dogs than non-sofa dogs.
A few additional considerations:
• If your dog is allowed on the sofa with
you, be prepared for him to jump up and
make himself comfortable when guests
are over, too.
• Wherever you take your dog—such as
to a friend’s or relative’s house—he will
expect the same rules to apply.
• If you don’t have children, you may feel
differently about your dog’s sofa
privileges once a baby joins the family.
It’s easier to start off with stricter rules
than to introduce them later on.
If you’ve already been allowing your dog on the
sofa and would now like to stop, it’s not too
late. Start by earning your dog’s respect
through obedience commands such as “sit”,
“stay” and “down”. Then, begin consistently
redirecting your dog to a different spot such as a
dog bed. Remember, dog training involves
consistency and repetition, so stick with it and
don’t give in. Your reward will be a more
obedient dog—and more room on the sofa.
In the end, allowing your dog on the sofa is just
a matter of preference. Whatever you decide,
make sure every member of your family sticks
by the same rules. If you or anyone else lets
him up on the furniture, he’s likely to think he’s
welcome there all the time.
(From the folks at Pedigree)

Ten Reasons A Dog is Better
Than a Woman
1. A dog’s parents will never visit you.
2. A dog loves you even when you leave
your clothes on the floor.
3. A dog limits its time in the bathroom to
a quick drink.

4. A dog never expects you to telephone.
5. A dog won’t get mad if you forget its
birthday.
6. A dog doesn’t care about the previous
dogs in your life.
7. A dog doesn’t get mad if you pet another
dog.
8. A dog never expects flowers on
Valentine’s Day.
9. The later you are, the happier a dog is to
see you.
10. A dog does not shop.

Ten Reasons a Dog is Better
Than a Man
1. You can house train a dog.
2. Dogs don’t feel threatened by your
intelligence.
3. Dogs are very direct about wanting to go
out.
4. Dogs don’t get embarrassed when you
call them by a pet name in front of their
friends.
5. Dogs have a highly developed sense of
smell. Men, on the other hand, can quite
happily wear the same pair of pants for a
week.
6. Dogs feel guilty when they’ve done
something wrong.
7. Middle-aged dogs don’t feel the need to
abandon you for a younger owner.
8. Dogs mean it when they kiss you.
9. Dogs don’t care whether or not you
shave your legs.
10. You can keep a dog tied up if it
misbehaves.

“A man’s soul can be judged by
the way he treats his dog.”
Charles Duran

“Ever wonder what dogs must
think of us? They see us come
back from the grocery store
with the most magnificent
haul—chicken, pork, cow.
They must think we’re the
greatest hunters on earth!”
Anne Tyler

“In dog training, jerk is a noun,
not a verb.”

Dr. Dennis Fetko

How to Pill Your Pooch
Getting your dog to take medicine prescribed by
your vet can be a challenge. Here are some
ways to make medicines go down the hatch
more easily.
• Crush the pill and stir it in with food or a
treat; ask your vet before doing this to
make sure it won’t interfere with how
the pill works.
• Coat the pill with butter, cream cheese or
peanut butter to make it slide down more
easily.
• Ask your vet about a pill pusher or pill
gun.
• Look for a new product called pill
pockets which are soft and hollow treats
that are designed with a pocket that
conceals medication.
• Ask your pharmacist if the medication,
either pill or liquid, is one that can be
flavored to taste like meat; some can be.
If your dog is sick and not eating, try holding
your pet in a towel, cradled like a baby, or
straddle him from behind. Tip his head back
and stick the pill in the back of his throat, then
rub the outside of this throat, an action that will
urge him to swallow.
(from the folks at Pedigree)

Logo Wear…
Want to wear “the right stuff”---NLAA logo
wear, that is? For t-shirts, mugs and more, go to
www.cafepress.com/nlaainc. A percentage of
sales goes to NLAA, Inc.

Send Me Stuff!
Many thanks to those of you who have sent
pictures and items for the newsletter. And
EVERYONE remember that your contributions
are welcomed. We’ll be happy to run litter
announcements if you send us the information.
Please send them to Mary Waldmann at
rwaldmann1@mac.com. And be sure to let me
know if you change your e-mail address.

